
 
 
Seattle Residents hungry to learn about Low Impact Development. 
 
Even in shaky economic and political times, Seattle seems committed to looking ahead to a healthy 
urban environment. Many of the classes in last fall’s “Living Green” series on low impact 
development were full and some even had to be wait listed.  Funded by PSWQAT and held at the 
Phinney Ridge Community Center by Seattle Parks & Recreation, most of the 8 classes had full 
turnouts and feedback was overall very positive. 
 
The participants - most of them Seattle homeowners – were asked to fill out evaluation forms after 
each of the free classes and many gave glowing reports: “Thank you for making the class available. 
The knowledge is very empowering” and  “This is a great service to the community.  Thank you!”   
 
In sustainable landscaping classes, experts presented information and solutions for: using fewer 
chemicals, conserving resources, choosing the right plants, smart watering, soil preparation and 
creative alternative design ideas for storm water.  One workshop started with some basics on soils 
and planting design in the morning and then participants put there knowledge to work by  planting a 
properly prepared demonstration site with drought tolerant, disease resistant species. 
 
The Green Building classes focused on: using existing living spaces to the fullest, alternative energy 
sources, building envelope efficiency, avoiding toxins and pollutants in your own home, and green 
building materials.  Participants in the Space class – many of them homeowners considering 
enlarging their houses - had a hands-on opportunity to analyze the current use of space in their 
homes and how they might minimize the need to add to their home’s current footprint.   
 
The series is being repeated this spring starting February 18th and running through the end of March. 
New on the class list will be a two part sustainable landscape design studio aimed at getting the 
homeowner started on a master plan and many of the classes will have new and improved class 
materials and information. 
 
For more information go to www.phinneycenter.org or to register for classes call 206-783-2244. 


